THE PESTICIDES ACT OF BHUTAN 2000

Royal Government of Bhutan
Ministry of Agriculture



CONTENTS

CHAPTER | PRELIMINARY
Title, extent and commencement

1
2 Objectives
3 Definitions

CHAPTER IIIMPORT, SALE AND USE OF PESTICIDES

4 Import and manufacture
5 Control of sale and licensing
6 Use
CHAPTER IlI ENFORCE RULES AND PROCEDURES
7 Establishment of the Board
8 Proceedings of the Board
9 Application for authorization
10 Authorization
11 Period of Authorization
12 Cancellation of authorization
13 Appeal against cancellation or refusal of authdiara
14 Monitoring

CHAPTER IV SANCTIONS

15 Entry, search and seizure

16 Complaints as to seizure, detention or removal
17 Taking samples for analysis

18 Penalties

CHAPTER V MISCELLENOUS

19 Regulations
20 Household pesticides
21 Wastes



THE PESTICIDES ACT OF BHUTAN, 2000.

PREAMBLE

An Act to regulate the safe use and handling ofrabals to prevent public health
and environmental hazards.

CHAPTER -1
PRELIMINARY

1. Title, extent and commencement

This Act shall be called “The Pesticides Act of Biny 2000".

It shall apply to the whole of the Kingdom of Bhuitand

It shall come into force on f'3day, %" month of the Male Iron Dragon Year
coinciding with the 14 July of the Year 2000.
2. Objectives

The objectives of this Act are:

to ensure integrated pest management is pursumitinty the
use of pesticides as the last resort.

To ensure that only appropriate types and quafipesticides
are introduced into Bhutan.

To ensure that pesticides are effective when used a
recommended;



To minimize deleterious effects to human beings &mal
environment consequent to the application of piests; and

To enable privatization of sale of pesticides ad arhen
required.

Definitions

In this Act unless the context otherwise requires:

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

‘Minister” means the Minister of Agriculture.

“Board” means the pesticides Board established m@tapter 111 of
this Act.

“Secretary” means the Secretary of the board.

“Authorized Officer” means an officer appointed the Minister to
enforce the provisions of this Act.

“Pesticides” means any substance or mixture oftanbss intended
for preventing, destroying or controlling, any pestluding vectors
of human or animal disease, unwanted species atgtar animals
causing harm during or otherwise interfering witie tproduction,
processing, storage, transport or marketing of foagricultural
commodities, wood and wood products or animal feedswvhich
may be administered to animals for the controlnskcts, arachnids
or other pests in or on their bodies. The termudes substances
intended for use as a plant- growth regulator, lg&fg desiccant, or
agent for thinning fruit or preventing the prematdall of fruit, and
substances applied to crops either before or hHerest to protect
the commodity from deterioration during storage aadsport.

“Manufacture” means to prepare, compound, formulate, make,
pack, label, or otherwise treat the pesticide withew to its sale.

“Label” means any written, painter or graphic matie, or attached
to the pesticide, or the immediate container thfeagal the outside
container or wrapper of the retail package of thstipide.



3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

“Maximum residue limit” (MRL) means the maximum a@amtration
of a residue that is legally permitted or recogdias acceptable in
or on food, agriculture commodity or animal feeds.

“Sell” includes offer for sale, exhibit for salenagpossess for sale,
store for sale.

“Integrated Pest management” means a combinatiamethods in
which with particular attention being paid to bigical, bio-
technical, plant breeding and cultivation relatesbsures, the use of
pesticides is limited to an essential minimum.

“Environment” means land, water, air, wild spectdfsfauna and
flora and any interrelationship with living orgamis.

CHAPTER - I
IMPORTS, SALE AND USE OF PESTICIDES

Import and Manufacture

4.1

4.2

4.3

A person may only import a pesticide that is auttemt on his
application under this Act.

A person may only manufacture a pesticide if theniMer, in
consultation with the Board, regulates the circamses of
manufacturing.

By way of derogation from Sub-Section 4.1 of Chapte the
government agencies responsible for plant protectiforest
protection, livestock protection and vector confrolhuman health
may import pesticides; provided they are distridui® sale and use
only after authorization by the Board.

Control of sale and licensing

5.1

A person may only sell a pesticide that is autreatiander this Act.



5.2 A person may sell a pesticide only if the premisere the pesticide
is kept is licensed under this Act.

5.3 The person who sells a pesticide must have thesesane level of
integrity and reliability and possess the knowledge give
information about safe handling and appropriate use

5.4 The person who sells a pesticide shall ensure rtbhabuild-up of
outdated pesticides occurs and that any outdateticjpkes are
disposed off in the prescribed way.

6 Use

6.1 A pesticide must only be used with regard to itgharzed
application and in accordance with good professiprectice. Good
professional practice shall include observation tleé guideline
provided by the Board and the principles of intégpa pest
management, where appropriate.

CHAPTER —1lI
ENFORCE RULES AND PROCEDURES

7. Establishment of the Board
For the purposes of this Act, a Board shall beldistaed.

The Minister of Agriculture shall appoint the memioé¢ the Board, including
the Chairman and the Secretary. The appointmerit kbaor a period of five
years and can be extended. The Board may inclugferpbly the experts, which
cover the following disciplines:

a) Head of Department of Research and Developmenicgsrv
b) Head of Quality Control and Regulatory Services

C) Head of National Plant Protection Centre

d) Extension

e) Environment
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f) Forestry
s)] Plant Pathology
h) Entomology

)] Health

)] Plant Quarantine
K) Research

)] Weed science

m)  Animal Husbandry

Proceedings of the Board

8.1

8.2

8.3

The Board may regulate its own procedure.

The Board is empowered to grant authorizations degelop
guidelines needed for the implementation of this Ac

The Board shall consider post authorization momgpprogrammes.

Application for authorization

9.1

9.2

A person desiring to import or manufacture pestéisidhall apply to
the Board in the prescribed manner for authorimatio

An applicant must together with his application mittto the Board
the information stipulated in the guidelines.

Authorization

10.1

10.2

Upon receipt of an application duly made under sneccordance
with section 19 and the rules, the Board may awthdhe pesticide
subject to such conditions as the Board think&fitnpost and issue
the applicant a certificate of authorization.

If the Board is not satisfied of any of the mattersSection 19, it
shall not authorize the pesticide. The Board reserhe right to
reject authorization if it considers that a su#fidi number of
pesticides have already been authorized for uBfiran.



10.3 The Board shall ensure that a pesticide is notaauzthd unless it is
established in the light of current scientific aedhnical knowledge
and having regard to all normal conditions underctvht may be
used, and to the consequences of its use that:

a) it is sufficiently effective;

b) it does not cause unnecessary suffering and pain to
vertebrates to be controlled.

c) it has no harmful effects on human or animal health

d) it has no undesirable effect on the environmemid; a

e) it has an assured product quality during the peraid
authorization.

11. Period of authorization
11.1 The period of authorization of a pesticide shalffike years but the
pesticide may be re-registered at the end of faary on application
by the person on whose application the pesticides wginally
authorized.
12  Cancellation of authorization
12.1 The Board may cancel the authorization of a pelidi
(a) the Board considers it undesirable that the peishould
continue to remain authorized owing to its toxicior
inefficacy; or
(b) the pesticide does not comply with the requiremanthis
Act or provisions of the certificate.
13  Appeal against cancellation or refusal of authazation
13.1 If an applicant is dissatisfied with the refusal thle Board to

authorize, re-authorize, or action taken to canocehuthorization, he
may appeal to the Minister, whose decision shaflriz.
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15

16

Monitoring

14.1

The Quality control and Regulatory Services (QCBShe Ministry
of Agriculture may monitor the quality of the pesties and ensure
that the provisions of the Act are strictly abid€CRS shall submit
its reports to the Board for deliberations and siearmaking.

CHAPTER-IV
SANCTIONS

Entry, search and seizure

15.1

15.2

15.3

15.4

The Minister may appoint authorized officers foe tpurpose of
enforcing this Act and its rules.

An authorized officer may enter into any place veharpesticide is
or may reasonably be supposed to be kept or stored.

An authorized officer may search the place and se&age, detain, or
remove any substance found therein that is readptgieved to
contain a pesticide in respect of which an offeagainst this Act is
committed.

An authorized officer may mark, seal, or otherwsgeure the said
substance in order to effect seizure, detentioneimoval thereof.

Complaints as to seizure, detention or removal.

16.1

16.2

A person claiming any substance seized, detaimegnooved under
this Act may, at any time, but not later than sewenking days after
its seizure, detention, or removal, submits a camplto a court.

The substance seized, detained, or removed shat), gomplaint is
made under and in accordance with this Sectionorbecthe
property of the government and be disposed offdéstruction or
otherwise, as directed by the Minister.
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18

19

Taking samples for analysis

17.1 An authorized officer shall obtain the necessarn@as of any
pesticide under this Act for analysis.

Penalties

18.1 A person, who commits an offence against this Adhe Rules, is

liable, on conviction, to imprisonment in accordamath the Law of
the Land.

CHAPTER-V
MISCELLANEOUS
Regulations
19.1 The Minister may, after consulting the Board, makdes to
implement this Act and to give effect to the proms thereof and in

particular, such regulations may:

a) Prescribe the procedure to be followed in makingiagtions
under this Act and the fees payable therefore;

b) Provide generally for matters connected with augadion
and licensing;

C) Prescribe the manner of obtaining samples for arsgly
d) Regulate waste disposal for pesticides;

e) Prescribe the measures to be taken and the prdotite
followed for the manufacture of pesticides;

f) Prescribe the manner of labeling and packing pdss¢ and
the matter to be displayed on labels of pesticides;

0) Regulate maximum residue limits for food;
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21

h) Regulate the manner of using certain pesticides twed
precautions to be taken in respect thereof;

) Prescribe the requirements to be fulfilled in t@oréing and
handling pesticides in bulk;

)] Regulate the advertising of pesticides;

K) Prescribe procedures to control availability andliaation of
pesticides.

Household pesticides

20.1 By way of derogation in Chapter Il pesticides foclesive home
use can be imported, sold and used without autosiz until the
Minister in consent with the concerned Ministry hagulated the
import, sale and use.

Wastes

21.1 A farmer may return obsolete pesticides toGboenmission Agent
from whom the pesticides were purchased. The CosiomsAgent
or the seller will submit the wastes to the Boasgheescribed.



